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to celebrate the forthcoming reactivation of el records, the label is pleased to be instigating a programme to re-release authentic, stylish, highly regarded and long deleted original film soundtracks from the sixties beginning with michael winner's 1962 gilbert & sullivan film parody 'the cool mikado'

'cool mikado' features original music by the john barry seven, songs performed in characteristic style by frankie howerd, dance routines by lionel blair and comic sketches involving tommy cooper, mike & Bernie winters, pete murray and stubby kaye. 

while the film is no cinematic masterpiece, it is an authentic eastmancolor period piece full of historical interest...

frankie howerd of course was hardly less than a comic institution in Britain through the sixties and seventies-his career peaking with the bawdy ancient greek television romp 'up pompeii'.

john barry would go on to become britain's foremost composer on the international film music scene with credits including the james bond films,'the ipcress file' with michael caine and the highly popular 'persuaders theme' for the televsion programme which featured roger moore and tony curtis.

'cool mikado' was also one of the first feature films of michael winner who later in the sixties would direct oliver reed and michael crawford in 'the jokers' and orson welles with reed again in 'i'll never forget what's 'is name'.

the soundtrack, initially released on parlophone, has been deleted almost four decades and is a highly prized collectors item with original copies (if they can be found at all) fetching in excess of £100.

therefore, this stylish re-issue of 'the cool mikado' is sure to be welcomed by film buffs el aficionados and (indeed) the record-buying public alike.

Track listing

1  Overture

2  Gentlemen of Japan

3  Three Little Maids From School

4  A Wandering Minstrel

5  The Sun's Hooray!

6  Behold The Lord High Executioner

7  A More Humane Mikado

8  The Sun Whose Rays Are All Ablaze

9  Tit Willow Twist

10 Here's A How-De-Do!

11 Were You Not To Ko-Ko Plighted

12 The Flowers That Bloom In The Spring

13 Finale: For He's Gone And Married Yum-Yum

For further information contact Tim Wright on 0207 371 5844
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